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Alfred Fried Photography Award – World's Best Picture on the Theme of Peace
Alfred Fried Photography Award – Winner Alfred Fried Photography Award Medail

Cletus Nelson Nwadike, Sweden

Peace is the greatest thing!
Over 200 years without war – Cletus Nelson Nwadike could not have chosen a better country than Sweden to flee to. He was born in 1966 in Nigeria into a bloodbath which began shortly afterwards and lasted until 1970, killing two million people and leaving endless darkness. Nwadike fled from this horror as soon as he was able to. And he who loved a camera even as an eleven-year old boy, being allowed to take photos of the most beautiful girls of the village; he who says “taking pictures keeps me alive”; he went to Sweden and studied visual communication at Jönköping university. Sweden! He still is very happy there. With a family who does not have to fear for their lives. With pictures which are not burnt by a looting soldier. With men who may get older than 52, like his father or 48 like his grandfather of whom Nwadike doesn’t even have a photo. Sweden. The taste of snow. The glittering trees. The path without dangers. The joie de vivre. “Peace is the greatest thing,” sings Nwadike for the snowflakes falling from the sky at night.

Cletus Nelson Nwadike is the author of several collections of poems, including ‘A Short Black Poem’, and an independent photographer. His black-and-white portraits of young harvesters in Nigeria gained him the Lens Culture Portrait Award. In 2012 and 2014, he won the Photographer of the Year Award of the photographic magazine ‘Tidningen Foto’. Some of his works appeared inter alia in National Geographic.

Alfred Fried Photography Award 2017 – Special Award of the Jury for the best single picture entry
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Jonathan Bachman, USA

Taking a stand in Baton Rouge
A young woman in a summer dress stands in a deserted street, with her arms crossed. As two policemen in warlike uniforms charge towards her, she makes a point of holding out her hands. She stands completely still. Defenceless and courageous. Peaceful. Then she is taken away towards a phalanx of police warriors lined up like a wall. It is a hot afternoon, 38 °C, on July 9, 2016 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The young woman is Ieshia Evans, a nurse, mother of a child. She came from Pennsylvania to protest against the deadly police violence aimed at black people. Against an obvious racism. Black life matters! At a time when proof of blood, sweat and tears have become symbols of the present situation this picture of this peaceful, upright woman in the street has become a symbol of something which luckily still exists in this world: moral courage and pride. No, it is not just the murderers and warriors and despots who are part of our present life, but it is also those who put up a fight. Those who do not say that there is no alternative to declarations of war, brutality and the law of the jungle. The photographer Jonathan Bachman has created an icon with the picture of Ieshia Evans, a picture – small in itself but representing something great.

Jonathan Bachman, born in Morristown, New Jersey, lives in New Orleans and works as a freelance photographer for Reuters, Getty Images and AP. He pressed the shutter-release button of his camera some 1,200 times during the protests in Baton Rouge. The award-winning photo has quite rightly become famous. However, Bachman turned down many interview requests. He says: “It is this woman who made the picture.” It is Ieshia Evans who should be at the centre of attention. 

Alfred Fried Photography Award 2017 – Children Peace Image of the Year 2017
Lina Momsen – photo group LIRALE, Germany
Freunde sind für einen da (Friends are there for each other)

If somebody is only a shadow of his former self it usually is a bad sign. However, the Lina Momsen and her friends’ play with shadows is supposed to express something totally different. They wrote that they were looking for ‘peaceful forms’ for what connects them. For forms through which they can express that peace means for them not to have to scramble through life on one’s own, but to have friends. Hand in hand and in a heartfelt way. Carefree and happy, in harmony or a bit crazy.  

Lina Momsen from Hamburg and her friends who call themselves ‘LIRALE group’ were chosen out of the 1,900 contributions from 137 countries and 28 finalists to be awarded the Children Peace Image of the Year which is awarded for the first time this year in cooperation with the German Youth Photography Award as part of the Alfred Fried Photography Award. Peace-making friendships are the central theme of a large number of the photographs sent in by the boys and girls under the age of 14.
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Carla Kogelman, The Netherlands
New sisters
To make peace with something – a phrase that smacks of modesty, not revealing whether one has made this peace voluntarily or under duress. Whether one has capitulated or reached an understanding. The two eleven-year old girls Lúa and Nandini have also suffered losses in their lifetimes. Lúa was still a baby when her Venezuelan mother left. Nandini’s Indian father left his wife. The girls got to know each other in a hostel for asylum seekers in the Dutch town of Amersfoort. Not exactly what a child dreams of. How can one make peace with that? Lúa and Nandini have fought their agony. They have approached each other and became friends. They infect each other with their cheerfulness and they share their ideas. And they are planning to forge a new family out of their remaining family members. They make their difficult situation dance. 

Carla Kogelman, is an award-winning Dutch photographer. With her series of portraits ‘New sisters’ she has proven again her special ability to track down the interactions between human beings as well as their development and changes in their relationships through sensitive long-term portraits. Her report about the children living in a village in the Waldviertel already gained her the Alfred Fried Photography Award in 2015.
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Zongren Xing, China

Alive happily, alive strongly

“If you decide to carry me away I will show you the bridges: And your strong foot will be my leg, and my seeing eye will be yours.” One person can see, another can walk - thus the lame and the blind start to help each other live their lives. A poem from the 18th century. Liu Hai and Li Meiwen probably won't know it because they live in 21st century China. None of them is blind. But Liu Hai has lost his arms, and Li Meiwen her legs. And they live what this forgotten poem of a German moral philosopher wants to express: “Together this couple functions in a way which none of them could have done on their own.” Love of imperfect people. They complement each other, they share, they support each other, they are the other’s hand. They are weak on their own, but together they are strong. The have conceived a child. They are a picture of peace.

Zongren Xing called his series of photos ‘Alive happily, alive strongly’. He does not yet rank among the internationally renowned Chinese photographers. But only few of the nearly 4,500 contributions astonished and touched the panel of judges so much. Because they are such unpretentious pictures of an imperfect life where hope wins over desperation, and a smile over suffering. 
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Yoann Cimier, Tunesia
Nomad’s Land
When he was on vacation at the Tunisian island of Djerba, he looked out of the window and saw them: filigreed fragile buildings in the sand. Airy, short-lived constructions, minimalist architecture. They reminded him a bit of the ‘objects trouvés’ of the surrealists. And what were they in fact? Improvised one-day accommodation, temporary homes, nomadic installations of local beach goers, brought here on motorbikes, cars, donkeys. Now one might ask what is the peace aspect of this picture apart from the peace which the skin is supposed to make with the scorching sun. But for Yoann Cimier this was not the question. He discovered true poetry in these rudimentary homes, the carefreeness of their builders, the diversity of their creators. The beauty of lucid moments and days quite innocently spent by the seaside – which, as we know, has turned into a mass grave in other parts of the world. Here, however, forgetting is allowed. Peace.  

Yoann Cimier, born in the French town of Angers, completed a training to become a publishing house clerk, and he is a self-taught photographer and co-publisher of various literary works; he has lived in Tunisia since 2007. ‘Nomad’s land’ as he called his award-winning work, was published by the Tunisian publishing house Lalla Hadria Éditions and was already among the finalists of the Oskar Barnack Award.

